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City of Lake Worth Beach Electric Utility Director receives leadership and managerial excellence award

New Orleans, Louisiana, June 10, 2025 — Edward Liberty, Director of Electric Utilities for the City of Lake Worth Beach, received the Mark Crisson Leadership and Managerial Excellence Award during the American Public Power Association’s National Conference in New Orleans, Louisiana. The award recognizes managers at a utility, joint action agency, or state or regional association who steer their organizations to new levels of excellence, lead by example, and inspire staff to do better.  

[bookmark: _Hlk199425562]Edward joined the City of Lake Worth Beach Electric Utility in Florida in 2017, significantly improving its reputation and performance. Under his leadership, Ed has evaluated the utility’s spending, issuing an RFP for supplemental power, successfully cutting operating costs by $9 million annually. He established partnerships with Florida Gas Utility to monetize the utility’s natural gas pipeline capacity, generating revenue to offset operational expenses. Additionally, he has helped improve the utility’s outage frequency and duration by 70% in 2024, secured a $24 million grant from the Department of Energy for infrastructure enhancements, and led the utility to incorporate debt service for improvements while keeping competitive rates. Ed's transparency and commitment to project completion have transformed the community’s perception and trust in the utility, which was previously at risk of privatization. Currently, Ed is the president-elect of the Florida Municipal Electric Association, a Board Member of the Florida Municipal Power Agency, and the Solar III Project Committee Chair for the Florida Municipal Solar Project, one of the largest municipal-backed solar projects in the country.

###

The American Public Power Association is the voice of not-for-profit, community-owned utilities that power 2,000 towns and cities nationwide. We represent public power before the federal government to protect the interests of the more than 49 million people that public power utilities serve, and the 96,000 people they employ. Our association advocates and advises on electricity policy, technology, trends, training, and operations. Our members strengthen their communities by providing superior service, engaging citizens, and instilling pride in community-owned power.
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