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CPS Energy Board Trustee and Former Chair receives American Public Power Association’s public official award 

Boston, Massachusetts, June 30, 2026 — Willis Mackey, Board Trustee and Former Chair of CPS Energy in Texas, received the Spence Vanderlinden Public Official Award during the American Public Power Association’s National Conference in Boston, Massachusetts. The award recognizes elected or appointed local officials who have contributed to the goals of the American Public Power Association (APPA). 

Willis Mackey, Board Trustee and former Chair for CPS Energy, is a visionary leader in public power, recognized for his strategic guidance that enhances reliability, sustainability, and community impact. His leadership during key events, such as the global pandemic and Winter Storm Uri, has been instrumental in stabilizing operations and advancing initiatives like grid modernization and customer experience enhancements. A strong advocate for innovation, he played a crucial role in supporting key climate actions plans, local sustainability projects, and helped spearhead a generation plan under CPS Energy's Vision 2027, ensuring resilient power for the future. Additionally, Willis has championed workforce development and community engagement for nearly a decade through education initiatives and partnerships with local businesses.

###

The American Public Power Association is the voice of not-for-profit, community-owned utilities that power 2,000 towns and cities nationwide. We represent public power before the federal government to protect the interests of the more than 49 million people that public power utilities serve, and the 96,000 people they employ. Our association advocates and advises on electricity policy, technology, trends, training, and operations. Our members strengthen their communities by providing superior service, engaging citizens, and instilling pride in community-owned power.
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