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Santee Cooper receives national award for community service

Boston, Massachusetts, June 30, 2026 — Santee Cooper in South Carolina received an American Public Power Association Sue Kelly Community Service Award during the American Public Power Association’s National Conference in Boston, Massachusetts. The award recognizes “good neighbor” activities that demonstrate the commitment of the utility and its employees to the community.   

Santee Cooper is a proven catalyst for community growth and opportunity across South Carolina, having spearheaded projects to enhance social, environmental, and economic efforts. Santee Cooper employees’ hands-on service to the community included 4,000+ volunteer hours, 56 electrical safety demonstrations, and community support such as food distributions, blood drives, and emergency preparedness forums. Its long-running “Celebrate the Season” festival has generated more than $1.4 million in charitable contributions over 15 years. Notably, the utility redeveloped and donated a former coal station site to the City of Conway, creating a “once-in-a-generation” opportunity to restore wetlands and develop recreational amenities along the Waccamaw River.

###

The American Public Power Association is the voice of not-for-profit, community-owned utilities that power 2,000 towns and cities nationwide. We represent public power before the federal government to protect the interests of the more than 49 million people that public power utilities serve, and the 96,000 people they employ. Our association advocates and advises on electricity policy, technology, trends, training, and operations. Our members strengthen their communities by providing superior service, engaging citizens, and instilling pride in community-owned power.
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