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Huntsville Utilities Business & Economic Development Manager receives leadership award 

Boston, Massachusetts, June 30, 2026 — Chris Key, Business & Economic Development Manager for Huntsville Utilities in Alabama, received the Robert E. Roundtree Rising Star Award during the American Public Power Association’s National Conference in Boston, Massachusetts. The award is a scholarship presented to future leaders in public power. Key will receive a stipend to travel to one of APPA’s conferences or training programs to advance his education and development in public power.  

Chris Key has already advanced major infrastructure and economic development initiatives in his role at Huntsville Utilities in Alabama, including leading large-scale solar projects. He established a dedicated Key Account group and led a complex system modernization project that enhanced operations and service delivery. Chris is an active presence with regional and national public power entities, including the Tennessee Valley Public Power Association, TVA, and as Chair of APPA’s Customer Connections Conference Key Accounts Section in 2025.

###

The American Public Power Association is the voice of not-for-profit, community-owned utilities that power 2,000 towns and cities nationwide. We represent public power before the federal government to protect the interests of the more than 49 million people that public power utilities serve, and the 96,000 people they employ. Our association advocates and advises on electricity policy, technology, trends, training, and operations. Our members strengthen their communities by providing superior service, engaging citizens, and instilling pride in community-owned power.
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