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Sacramento Municipal Utility District CEO and GM receives American Public Power Association’s exceptional leadership award

Boston, Massachusetts, June 30, 2026 — Paul Lau, CEO and General Manager of Sacramento Municipal Utility District in California, received the Alex Radin Distinguished Service Award during the American Public Power Association’s National Conference in Boston, Massachusetts. The award is the highest award granted by APPA. It recognizes exceptional leadership and dedication to public power.

Paul will retire from being CEO and General Manager of the Sacramento Municipal Utility District on Aug. 1, providing nearly 45 years of visionary leadership and contributions, where he rose through the organization from starting as an intern. Under his leadership, SMUD has maintained rates 50% lower than the surrounding investor-owned utility, while advancing innovation through programs like SolarShares and the nation’s first Electric School Bus program. In 2020, Paul spearheaded SMUD’s 2030 Zero Carbon Plan, one of the most ambitious clean energy goals in the nation. Paul’s leadership has extended nationally, including service on the APPA Board of Directors since 2021, participation in the DEED Board, and leadership in forums shaping grid reliability, clean energy policy, and innovation. His continual influence across public power included recognition with APPA’s James D. Donovan Individual Achievement Award in 2022.  

###

The American Public Power Association is the voice of not-for-profit, community-owned utilities that power 2,000 towns and cities nationwide. We represent public power before the federal government to protect the interests of the more than 49 million people that public power utilities serve, and the 96,000 people they employ. Our association advocates and advises on electricity policy, technology, trends, training, and operations. Our members strengthen their communities by providing superior service, engaging citizens, and instilling pride in community-owned power.
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