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Santee Cooper Director of Distribution Engineering & Operations receives public power service award

Boston, Massachusetts, June 30, 2026 — Neil James, Director of Distribution Engineering & Operations at Santee Cooper in South Carolina, received the Harold Kramer-John Preston Personal Service Award during the American Public Power Association’s National Conference in Boston, Massachusetts. The award recognizes individuals for their service to the American Public Power Association (APPA).  

Neil has shown his commitment to public power through outstanding leadership and key involvement with APPA. As a longtime member and current chair of the APPA Mutual Aid Committee, he has played a pivotal role in strengthening system restoration efforts and advancing collaboration across utilities nationwide. His expertise in distribution operations, coupled with his commitment to knowledge-sharing has significantly enhanced the effectiveness and visibility of mutual aid programs, reinforcing the resilience and national stature of public power.

###

The American Public Power Association is the voice of not-for-profit, community-owned utilities that power 2,000 towns and cities nationwide. We represent public power before the federal government to protect the interests of the more than 49 million people that public power utilities serve, and the 96,000 people they employ. Our association advocates and advises on electricity policy, technology, trends, training, and operations. Our members strengthen their communities by providing superior service, engaging citizens, and instilling pride in community-owned power.
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