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Northeast Public Power Association Executive Director receives individual achievement award  

Boston, Massachusetts, June 30, 2026 — Mike Hyland, Executive Director of Northeast Public Power Association, received the James D. Donovan Individual Achievement Award during the American Public Power Association’s National Conference in Boston, Massachusetts. The award recognizes individuals who have made significant contributions to the electric utility industry and to public power. 

Mike’s decades of leadership at APPA and the Northeast Public Power Association drove advancements in safety measures, reliability standards, and mutual aid. He has elevated municipal utility priorities in national policy and emergency management, including advancing the unified mutual aid agreement that standardized response procedures and helping secure FEMA reimbursement protections critical to utilities’ financial stability. Notably, he modernized and expanded on APPA events and programs, creating the Lineworkers Rodeo and spearheading improvements to DEED, launching RP3 and SEP, and championing key initiatives like Light Up Navajo.

###

The American Public Power Association is the voice of not-for-profit, community-owned utilities that power 2,000 towns and cities nationwide. We represent public power before the federal government to protect the interests of the more than 49 million people that public power utilities serve, and the 96,000 people they employ. Our association advocates and advises on electricity policy, technology, trends, training, and operations. Our members strengthen their communities by providing superior service, engaging citizens, and instilling pride in community-owned power.
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