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Detroit Lakes Public Utilities General Manager receives leadership and managerial excellence award

Boston, Massachusetts, June 30, 2026 — Vernell Roberts, General Manager of Detroit Lakes Public Utilities, Minnesota, received the Mark Crisson Leadership and Managerial Excellence Award during the American Public Power Association’s National Conference in Boston, Massachusetts. The award recognizes managers at a utility, joint action agency, or state or regional association who steer their organizations to new levels of excellence, lead by example, and inspire staff to do better.  

Vernell has fostered a culture of accountability, innovation, and teamwork at Detroit Lakes Public Utility in Minnesota. He inspires staff to take pride in their work and mentors rising utility leaders through training and professional development. He led the utility in modernizing critical infrastructure and expanding service capacity while maintaining one of the lowest electric rates in the state and self-funding major capital projects. His influence extends beyond his organization through leadership roles on the Missouri River Energy Services and Western Minnesota Municipal Power Agency boards, and in advocating for public power at the state and national levels.

###

The American Public Power Association is the voice of not-for-profit, community-owned utilities that power 2,000 towns and cities nationwide. We represent public power before the federal government to protect the interests of the more than 49 million people that public power utilities serve, and the 96,000 people they employ. Our association advocates and advises on electricity policy, technology, trends, training, and operations. Our members strengthen their communities by providing superior service, engaging citizens, and instilling pride in community-owned power.
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